Studies of category-based induction using different methods have found somewhat contradictory results for whether typical items are a stronger basis for induction. Typical category items are generally more similar to other category items than are atypical ones, and they are also more likely to be categorized into the category in question. We propose that the first aspect (representativeness) influences induction, but the second (uncertainty about the correct category) does not. Two experiments using artificial categories found support for this prediction. Two further experiments manipulated pictures of objects and also found that representativeness in the category influenced the strength of induction, but uncertainty of classification did not. Thus, the two aspects of typicality have different effects on category-based induction. q 2004 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
A central function of categories is their ability to tell us properties of novel entities. When going to a new restaurant, we know what to expect and what to do; when ordering the chicken, we have some idea of how it will taste and what its nutritional qualities will be; when picking up the fork and knife, we know what they are to be used for. Even though we may never have been in the restaurant before and almost certainly have never 
